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OBJECTIVE 
 

The objective of this policy (“policy”) is to state the general policy of Henry 
County REMC (“REMC”) for clearing right of way.   

 
POLICY 
 
A. Routine Right of Way clearing activities will be performed to accomplish a 6-

year clearing cycle to maximize productivity, maximize benefit from Right of 
Way funding, and minimize power interruptions. 
 

B. During routine Right of Way maintenance, all trees within the Right of Way 
will be removed wherever possible. 
 

C. Generally, Right of Way width for single-phase lines is 30 feet and 40 feet for 
three-phase lines. 
 

D. Fifteen feet of clearance between trees and energized conductors will be 
maintained. In special situations, a minimum clearance of 10 feet must be 
obtained. 

 
E. During routine Right of Way clearing, vegetation around secondary and 

supply conductors shall be pruned or removed as such to prevent conductor 
damage by abrasion and grounding of the circuit through the tree. 

 
F. Trees, healthy or dead, around service lines may be evaluated by REMC 

personnel for pruning or removal at the request of a property owner.  REMC 
will also have the line disconnected so that the property owner may have the 
tree cut. The decision on how to proceed will be made by Henry County 
REMC personnel based on what provides the highest degree of safety and 
the most reasonable expenditure. 
 

G. Trees outside of REMC's Right of Way will be evaluated for removal if a 
serious safety or reliability hazard exists. 
 

H. Property owners will be responsible for hiring qualified tree removal personnel 
to safely remove trees adjacent to REMC power line Right of Ways when tree 
work is desired that is outside of the normal scope of work, or needs to be 
performed outside of the normally scheduled clearing cycle. 

 
I. Dead trees will be cut if they pose a significant threat to primary power lines.  

 



J. Trees will be trimmed in accordance with the tree trimming methods approved 
by Henry County REMC personnel. 

 
K. Stumps of all trees cut by hand may be treated with an approved herbicide to 

prevent re-sprouting. 
 

L. Herbicides may be used to reduce growth rates or prevent future growth in 
any REMC Right of Way. 

 
M. All vegetation, including brush, may be trimmed or removed to allow for 

adequate access and clearance to power lines. 
 

N. Brush will be chipped and piled in an area designated by the land owner or removed 
from the site and disposed of in the most environmentally and economically sound 
manner, unless the land owner gives permission to leave brush. 

 
O. The REMC will work with the land owner, which may require large wood to be cut 

into manageable/ usable lengths (18 to 36 in., or longer if requested by property 
owner) and piled/ stacked at the base of the tree, edge of the ROW, or other area 
designated by the land owner. 

 
P. Trimmings and debris due to storms or power outages will not be cleaned up. 

 
Q. Property owners will be notified in advance whenever possible of pre-planned 

Right of Way clearing activities that need to be performed on their property. 
 
R. Dead brush from herbicide application will not be cut down or cleaned up. 

 
S. Spans of conductor requiring Grade B construction (i.e. railroad crossings, 

limited access highway crossings, or navigable waterways) and their 
adjoining spans shall be kept free from over-hanging or decaying trees or 
limbs that otherwise might fall into the line. 

 
 
RESPONSIBILITY 
 
A. The REMC's Chief Executive Officer is responsible for implementing this 

policy and for developing the practices and procedures. 
 
B. The Board is responsible for the REMC's compliance with this policy. 
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